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SUBJECT: CANADIAN TALKS WITH INDIAN FOREIGN SECRETARY. 

REF : STATE 165272 

FOLLOWING IS CANADIAN BACKGROUND PAPER TO BE ISSUED TO PRESS 
AUGUST 2, FOR USE ON NON-ATTRIBUTABLE BASIS, FOLLOWING 
GOC TALKS WITH INDIAN FONSEC KEWAL SINGH: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

THE 1975 CONFERENCE TO REVIEW THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 
IS ONE IN WHICH POWERS WHICH HAVE SIGNED, OR SIGNED 
AND RATIFIED, THE TREATY, WILL BE TAKING PART DIRECTLY. 

INDIA IS NOT IN EITHER OF THESE CATEGORIES BUT WE WOULD 
HOPE THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD FIND A WAY TO MAKE A 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION OF 
LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM OF ALL FORMS OF 
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION. 
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THE CANADIAN SIDE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE INDIANS 
EXPECTED THAT IT WOULD TAKE SOME TIME TO EVALUATE 
THE RESULTS OF THEIR RECENT TEST AND THAT NO SCHEDULE 
FOR FURTHER TESTS COULD BE ARRANGED BEFORE THAT 
EVALUATION WAS COMPLETED. THE CANADIAN SIDE OBSERVED 
THAT A POSSIBLE CONCLUSION COULD BE THAT PEACEFUL 
NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONSWERE NOT ECONOMICALLY VIABLE, AND 
THAT FURTHER TESTS WOULD NOT BE USEFUL. THE CANADIAN 
SIDE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT INDIA WOULD CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE SUCCESS OF INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN 
AND IMPROVE THE NON-PROLIFERATION PROSPECTS BY REFRAINING 
FROM ANY FURTHER TESTING AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER THE CONFERENCE 
TO REVIEW THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY HAS BEEN HELD AND 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXAMINE AND ACT 
UPON ITS RECOMMENDATIONS. 

IN THE FIELD OF DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, THE EARLIER 
DECISION OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TO SUSPEND COOPERATION 
IN THE NUCLEAR FIELD AND TO CONCENTRATE ITS AID TO INDIA 
DURING THE CURRENT YEAR LARGELY IN THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL 
AREAS IS BEING MAINTAINED. 

PORTER 
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